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Synopsis

Olympia Crawford Rubinstein has a busy legal career, a solid marriage, and a way of managing her
thriving family with grace, humor, and boundless energy. With twin daughters finishing high school,
a son at Dartmouth, and a kindergartner from her second marriage, there seems to be no challenge
to which Olympia cannot rise. Until one sunny day in May, when she opens an invitation for her
daughters to attend the most exclusive coming-out ball in New York and chaos erupts all around
her. One twin s excitement is balanced by the other s outrage; her previous husband s profound
snobbism is in sharp contrast to her current husband s flat refusal to attend.For Olympia s husband,
Harry, whose parents survived the Holocaust, the idea of a blue-blood debutante ball is abhorrent.
Her daughter Veronica, a natural-born rebel, agrees while Veronica s identical twin, Virginia, is
already shopping for the perfect dress. Then there s Olympia s ex, an insufferable snob, who sees
the ball as the perfect opportunity for a family feud. And amid all the hubbub, Olympia s college-age
son, Charlie, is facing a turning point in his life and may need his mother more than ever. But
despite it all, Olympia is determined to steer her family through the event until, just days before the
cotillion, things begin to unravel with alarming speed.From a son s crisis to a daughter s heartbreak,
from a case of the chicken pox to a political debate raging in her household, Olympia is on the verge
of surrender. And that is when, in a series of startling choices and changes of heart, family, friends,
and even a blue-haired teenager all find a way to turn a night of calamity into an evening of magic.
As old wounds are healed, barriers are shattered and new traditions are born, and a debutante ball
becomes a catalyst for change, revelation, acceptance, and love.In a novel that is by turns
profound, poignant, moving, and warmly funny, Danielle Steel tells the story of an extraordinary
family finding new ways of letting go, stepping up, and coming out...in the ways that matter

most.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

In her 67th novel (following May’s The House) bestselling author Steel (more than 530 million
copies sold) fashions a plot around a single event: an invitation to a debutante ball in New York City.
Attorney Olympia Crawford Rubinstein manages to juggle a challenging full-time job; a loving
relationship with her second husband, Harry (an appeals court judge who is her former law
professor); the care of their five-year-old son, Max, and her three older children from a previous
marriage. Olympia’s first husband, Chauncey, is a stereotypical, upper-class snob, with no job but a
passion for playing polo. Harry, son of Holocaust survivors, champions liberal causes. When
Olympia’s teenage twin daughters, Veronica and Virginia, are invited to an exclusive "coming out"
ball, everyone’s lives are thrown into turmoil. Most of the book revolves around the arguments and
disagreements spurred by the invitation, and Steel appears overly didactic as she tries to pump life
into the simplistic setup: Olympia’s Jewish mother-in-law, Afro-American law partner and gay older
son are trotted out like polo ponies at auction. Steel’s mAGtier is glamour and romance; her attempt
to deal with social injustice falls flat. (July) Copyright A© Reed Business Information, a division of

Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an alternate Audio CD edition.

In her sixty-seventh novel, Steel sticks to what she knows best, the lifestyles of the rich and
glamorous. Here "coming out" refers to an exclusive debutante ball in New York, to which the twin
daughters of attorney Olympia Crawford Rubinstein have been invited. Olympia, a blue-blooded
spawn of New York’s upper class, has three children from a previous marriage and a five-year-old
son with her current husband, Harry. To Olympia’s surprise, the invitation has caused turmoil and
chaos in her household. Ex-husband Chauncey, a stereotypical polo-playing upper-class lout, is
demanding that the girls attend the ball and has threatened to withhold college tuition if both girls do
not attend. Olympia’s current husband Harry, the son of Holocaust survivors, and a hard-working
man with liberal tendencies, is violently opposed to the event, which he finds racist and elitist. In
addition, the twins have their own ideas, with Veronica, a passionate liberal, refusing to attend, and

Virginia already shopping for a dress. Olympia, who fondly recalls her own debut, is upset by her



husband’s feelings but thinks he’ll come around and gently encourages her daughters to attend.
The entire plot of this fairly short novel is focused on the resolution of this family dilemma, and as
usual, everything works out for the best in the end. Kathleen HughesCopyright A© American Library

Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an alternate Audio CD edition.

| found it a fascinating book dealing with a lot of human hang-ups some originating from anti Jewish
hatred and others from a hatred of elitism. We at last came into the 21st century in the last chapter

when all the pieces came together and all who had been involved saw the dangers of being narrow
minded.

Excellent book!

love her

good condition

Loved this book

Just one example of people in America coming together from different backgrounds and situations

into making America into the great blending of people who grow to form new bonds and societies.

Great

This was a highly interesting book with a twist that | had expected all along. Prejudice shown as
unacceptable !
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